
The MAIE team held its fall 

team meeting in Big Rapids, 

where the 2009 MAIE  

conference will be held.  The 

facility is beautiful, and we 

are sure to have an exciting 

and educational conference.  

The Holiday Inn by Ferris 

State University is the venue 

where we’ll gather March  

4-6, 2009, to share new 

ideas and updates related to 

our professions in  

international education.  Be 

sure to look at the web site, 

MAIE.US for periodic  

updates. 
 

We are excited to announce 

that there are some financial 

incentives for those whose 

proposals for sessions and  

pre-conference workshops 

are accepted.  This is our way 

to acknowledge the time and 

hard work you all put into 

preparing and planning your 

sessions and workshops as 

well as traveling long  

distances to present, in some 

cases.  Please note that this 

is a pilot program for MAIE 

2009 and may or may not be 

available in the future.  So, 

take advantage of this  

incentive while it lasts! 
 

Also, we are happy to  

welcome Tara Benzing, Study 

Abroad Coordinator, 

National Student Exchange 

Coordinator from Ferris State 

University as Chair Elect for 

MAIE.  Tara brings such 

enthusiasm and 

extraordinary capabilities to 

our team.  She is poised to 

host a successful  

conference. 
 

We have some new team 

members to welcome as 

well:  Cecilia Barajas, Scott  

Manley, Valarie  

Merriweather, Sue Sohn, JB 

Rosebrock, Janel Lockwood, 

and Julia Beaver. 
 

We would like to thank the 

following MAIE team  

members who are rotating 

off the team as of this year: 

Diana Shack, Smriti Panda, 

Laura Birnie-Linemann, 

Christine Bargerstock,  

Ghalaza Khan, Dina Aiuto, 

and Lily Zhang. 
 

Thanks to you all for your 

years of service on the team.  

We look forward to  

continuing to work with you 

in a variety of other  

capacities related to  

international education 

through MAIE, NAFSA, or 

other outreach. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claudia Bean 

MAIE Chair 

Assistant Director of 

International Admissions 

Eastern Michigan University 
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Now Accepting Conference 

Proposals!   

NEW Discounts! 
 

Consider submitting a  

session!  Great incentives on 

conference fee discounts are 

available, but submit now to 

be included!  Proposals are 

being  accepted on the MAIE  

website at:  www.maie.us.   

See inside this edition for 

more information. 

MAIE 2009 Conference 
Michigan Association of   

International Educators  

Annual Conference to be 

held March 4-6 at the  

Holiday Inn Big Rapids.  

Submit workshops and  

register for the conference 

at www.maie.us. 

MAIE Conference  

Information 
 

The MAIE Team is pleased to 

announce that the 2009 

 Annual Michigan Conference 

is scheduled for March 4-6, 

at the Holiday Inn Confer-

ence Center in Big Rapids, 

MI.  The conference facility is 

located right of off US131 at 

the first Big Rapids exit 139.  

The hotel rate for conference 

attendees is $82 per room 

per night plus tax.  Please 

call 800-999-9069 to make 

your reservation and state 

that you are a member of 

MAIE.  Please make your  

reservation by February 

22nd.  Detailed facility  

information is available on 

the MAIE website under the  

Conference tab. 



MAIE has three types of 

grants and two awards 

available. 
 

Newcomer Professional  

Development Grant: Open to 

people who have been in the 

field of international 

education exchange for less 

than one year and who have 

never attended a MAIE  

conference. This grant was 

established to encourage 

individuals to attend the  

conference and to assist 

them in getting  

professionally oriented.  

Individuals who meet the 

qualifications and who are 

interested in applying for the 

grant should submit a one 

page proposal on why they 

believe they qualify and how 

obtaining this grant will  

contribute to their  

professional growth. Two 

recipients of the Newcomer 

Professional Development 

Grant will be selected and 

awarded up to $150.00 to 

cover direct conference costs 

(travel, hotel, registration 

fee, and meals). 
 

Best of State: For anyone 

whose session is accepted at 

NAFSA Regional based on 

winning the Best of State at 

MAIE 2009, MAIE will help 

defray the costs by providing 

conference related expenses 

(not to exceed $250.00). 

NAFSA Regional is usually 

held in November of each 

year. 
 

Student Grants: This grant is 

for students who are  

currently working or  

volunteering with an  

International office and are 

interested in a career in 

international education. 

MAIE will waive conference 

registration, and the 

students are expected to 

volunteer hours during the 

conference as part of their 

award.  This gives them the 

opportunity to gain some 

professional experience 

while working the  

conference.   
 

David D. Horner Award for 

Exceptional Service: The 

Michigan Association of  

International Educators is 

accepting nominations for 

the 2006 David D. Horner 

Award for Exceptional  

Service. Letters of support 

should delineate the  

contributions made to the 

field at the state, regional or 

national level. Absent such 

letters, the nominee's  

resume delineating MAIE and 

NAFSA service would be  

useful.  

Candidates should have 

10 years of experience 

in the field with 5 years 

of experience while in 

Michigan;  

Candidates can be  

        active or former  

        colleagues in the field;  

Service to the state can 

include service on or in 

support of the MAIE 

team but may also  

        include mentoring or       

       otherwise serving as a   

       resource to others in the    

        field in the state;  

Regional and national 

service may also be  

        recognized as service to     

        the state.  
 

 

 

 

 

International Educational 

Service Award 

This is a new award starting 

for the 2009 MAIE 

conference forward.   

Nominations are for those 

professionals in the general 

community whom MAIE 

members work with.  The 

nominees efforts have  

positively affected  

international initiatives that 

move our mission forward to 

bring quality international 

education to our students 

from Michigan or while in 

Michigan.  The nominees 

work have a direct impact on 

our students’ experiences 

and nominees have assisted 

with a quality educational 

experience for the students 

as well as making our jobs in 

international education more 

streamlined within the  

community beyond our  

campuses. 

 

We encourage all those 

qualified to be nominated or 

to apply for the above 

 categories. If any “veterans” 

know of anyone who may 

qualify or who can assist with 

nominations, please  

encourage them to do so by 

sharing this information. 

Please access our website 

and complete the forms and 

send via e-mail attachment 

to Claudia Bean or fax/mail 

your application by February 

15th to:  
 

Claudia Bean,  

Assistant Director of  

International Admissions 

401 Pierce Hall,  

Office of Admissions 

Eastern Michigan University 

Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
 

MAIE Offers Grants and Awards 
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MAIE  Offers 

Many Grants 

and Awards 

Apply or 

Nominate  

Someone 

Today! 



Submit a 

proposal 

today to 

qualify for a 

conference 

discount!! 

Please help us make this a 

successful conference by  

submitting session proposal 

that address the professional 

challenges and interests of 

international educators.  The 

MAIE team needs you and 

this is a wonderful 

opportunity to get involved in 

your state association.  You 

may submit a session idea to 

be a presenter.  Some  

suggestions by section  

include: 

RAP: ABC’s of international 

admissions, SEVIS issues, 

credential evaluations, re-

cruitment strategies, etc 

Testing (TOEFL alternate 

tests), ELS Administration, 

impact of SEVIS, advising 

issues unique to English 

 language students. 

EA:  Study Abroad, outreach, 

pre-departure and re-entry 

orientations, safety issues, 

marketing. 

ISSS:  Best practices for 

transfer students, bridging 

academic policies with  

immigration; institutional 

policies handling less than 

full time enrollment; F-1/J-1 

Basics and Advanced issues; 

SEVIS automatic  

maintenance and managing 

the alerts; ethics. 

Programming for families; 

cross-cultural programs; 

health care, education,  

internationalizing the  

campus; involving domestic 

students 

MIG:  Issues created by on-

line classes & non-traditional 

courses; attracting students 

to orientation, F/M issues, 

one person offices. 

REG OMBUDS:  Basic F and J 

immigration issues, SEVIS 

issues, unauthorized  

employment, H-1B and  

permanent residency  

immigration issues,  

transition from OPT to H-1B; 

CPT issues. 

IT SIG:  Technical, SEVIS, RTI, 

Batch, Using Technology in 

International Ed. 

 

 

 

 

NEW!!! 
 

NEW this year is a great  

incentive to submit a  

conference proposal.   

Receive an incentive of 

$24 (awarded at the  

conference) to any session 

presenter.  Limit of $48 per 

session.  Don’t miss this  

opportunity to save on  

conference fees and to share 

with your colleagues around 

the state!  Incentives will be 

awarded at time of  

conference by check.  Please 

contact your MAIE team 

section representative with 

any questions regarding  

proposal ideas.  Proposals 

can be submitted with the  

on-line form until January 

26th.  The key to a  

successful conference is to 

offer quality sessions!  Find 

the form at www.maie.us 

We have a new award  

starting this year - the  

International Educational 

Service Award.  This award 

will be for a member of the 

community who has  

contributed to MAIE and to 

the mission of promoting  

international education in 

Michigan.  See the Awards 

and Grants section of the 

newsletter and the web site 

to find out more.  Please 

nominate someone! 

New Conference Sessions and Pre-Conference Workshops Incentives!!!  Save $$$ 

NEW International Educational Service Award And Best of State Plaque 
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Another new feature we are  

adding is to acknowledge the 

Best of State recipients with a 

plaque (starting with the 2008 

winners to be presented at the 

2009 conference) and  

acknowledgement at the  

conference, in the MAIE  

Brochure and on the web site.  

We’ll see how far back in time 

we can go to list as many past 

recipients we can in the  

brochure.  Once we have the list, 

we’ll ask you to help us fill in the 

gaps. 



The Senator Simon Study 

Abroad Foundation Act of 

2007 has gained strong  

bipartisan support in  

Congress and has been  

endorsed by more than 40 

higher education and  

educational exchange  

organizations.   
 

This programs goal is to  

establish an innovative 

public-private partnership to 

create a more globally  

informed American citizenry 

by: 

Increasing participation 

in quality study abroad 

programs 

Encouraging diversity in 

student participation in 

study abroad 

Diversifying locations of 

study abroad, particularly in 

        developing countries 

Making study abroad a  

       cornerstone of today’s       

       higher education.   
 

As of December 2008 the 

legislation has gained  

momentum and support during 

the past Congress, unanimous 

passage by the House of  

Representatives, and the  

endorsement of Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee. 

important task of welcoming  

international students and 

exchange visitors while  

protecting national security.  

These changes include fee 

increases that will  

dramatically improve the  

administration of the  

program.  The fee increase 

is the first of its kind in five 

years and will affect foreign 

students, exchange visitors 

and the schools that host 

them.   
 

The new fees, which will be 

effective thirty days after the 

final rule has been  

published in the Federal 

Register, will create a new 

database that will improve 

interactive features for 

school administrators and  

dramatically reduce user  

errors.  SEVP will begin 

school recertification's to 

help verify and further 

 educate school  

administrators on program 

requirements.  The fee  

increases will allow the  

program to hire more  

regional field liaisons to  

provide day-to-day advice 

and assistance to schools in 

support of their programs.  

Additional field agent  

positions will also be added to 

investigate threats to the  

system.  Schools currently 

participating in SEVP will not 

be required to pay additional 

fees to recertify under this 

new fee structure. 
 

Fee Changes: 

Nonimmigrant students 

Previous:  $100  New:  $200 

Most exchange visitors 

Previous:  $100  New:  $180 

Au Pair, Camp Counselors, 

Summer Work/Travel Program 

Previous:  $35 New:  $35 

Government sponsored ex-

change visitors 

Previous:   $0  New:  $0 

School certification 

Previous:  $230  New:  $1700 

School site visit 

Previous:  $350  New:  $655 

Recertification of SEVP 

 certified schools 

Previous:  $0  New:  $0 

Petitions for change in  

ownership of certified SEVP 

schools 

Previous:  $230  New:  $1700 

Additional campus site visit 

Previous:  $350  New:  $655 

Congress mandates a fee-

based system to better keep 

track of international  

students and exchange  

visitors in the United States.  

To accomplish this task, the 

Department of Homeland 

Security established the 

Student Exchange Visitor 

Program (SEVP) under U.S. 

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement.  The Student 

Exchange and Visitor  

Information System (SEVIS) 

is the database that allows 

SEVP to track international 

students, exchange visitors 

and their dependents to  

ensure that they are in the  

United States for the  

purpose they stated.  SEVIS 

currently monitors more 

than one million records of  

international students,  

exchange visitors and their 

dependents.   
 

Following months of study 

and consultation with  

stakeholders in the  

educational community, 

SEVP is implementing  

program changes needed to  

further improve the  

SEVIS  Fee Increase Notice 

Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act Update 
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The key to a 

successful 

conference is to 

offer quality 

sessions.  

Submit one 

today at 

www.maie.us 

Listserv Opportunities 
 

For those of you who are new 

to the field of international 

education, you will find that 

using the MAIE listserv for  

communication about topics 

that affect how we do our 

jobs and serve the student 

population 
 

Please send your listserv  

posting requests to: 
 

MAIE@LISTS.WAYNE.EDU  
 

Special thanks to Sue Sohn for 

maintaining the website!  



.Meet the MAIE Team!   
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Chair    

Claudia Bean  

Eastern Michigan University 

Assistant Director, International Admissions 

claudia.bean@emich.edu 

734/487-2518 (P)  734/487-6559 (F) 

Past Chair    

Daniel Segura  

Delta College 

Assistant Director of Assessment/Testing Services 

danielsegura@delta.edu 

989/686-9532 (P)  989/667-2202 (F) 

Chair-Elect  

Tara Benzing  

Ferris State University 

National Student Exchange/Study Away 

Coordinator  

benzint@ferris.edu 

231/591-2515 (P)  231/591-2423 (F) 

Treasurer  

Jim Crawley  

JELS Language Centers 

Director of University Recruitment Initiatives 

Jcrawley@els.edu 

616/892-5551 (H)  609/356-6586 (P)  

Recruitment, Admissions and Preparation 

Cecilia Barajas 

Eastern Michigan University 

Admissions Representative, International 

cbarajas@emich.edu 

734/487-1485 (P)  734/487-6559 (F) 

Patriece Campbell   

University of Michigan—Flint 

International Student Activities  

Coordinator 

patriecf@umflint.edu 

810/762-0867 (P)  810/762-0006 (F)  

Todd Patterson   

Center Director 

ELS Language Centers/Grand Rapids 

tpatterson@els.edu 

616/892-5720 (P)  616/892-5721 (F) 

Jennifer Rosebrock 

Oakland University 

rosebroc@oakland.edu 

248/370-3310 (P)  248/370-3351 (F) 

International Student and Scholar Services 

Julia Beaver 

Eastern Michigan University 

International Student Specialist 

jbeaver4@emich.edu 

734/487-3116 (P)  734/487-3030 (F) 

Janel Lockwood  

Ferris State University 

International Student Advisor 

lockwoj1@ferris.edu 

231/591-2809 (P)  231/591-2423 (F) 

Nancy Nicholson  

Oakland Community College 

International Student Advisor 

nknichol@oaklandcc.edu 

248/522-3639 (P)  231/522-3640 (F)  

Scott Manley 

University of Michigan 

International Student & Scholar Advisor 

smmanley@umich.edu 

734/764-9310 (P)  734/647-2181 (F) 

Educational Abroad Community College 

Valerie Merriwether  

Macomb Community College 

Counseling & Advising Dept.  

merriwetherv@macomb.edu 

586/445-7044 

Regulatory Ombuds 

David Archbold 

Oakland University 

Director International Student and Scholar 

archbold@oakland.edu 

248/370-3267 (P)  248/370-3351 (F) 

Esther Gunel 

Eastern Michigan University 

Director Office of International Students 

egunel@emich.edu 

734/487-3116 (P)  734/487-0303 (F) 

InfoTech Special International Group 

Sue Sohn  

Eastern Michigan University 

International Student Advisor 

ssohn2@emich.edu 

734-487-3116 (P)  734/487-0303 (F) 

 

We currently have a vacancy for Education Abroad - contact 

benzint@ferris.edu for more info on how to join the team! 



Michigan Association of International Educators 

www.maie.us 
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Do you know anyone new on your 

campus who is in the field of  

International education?  Ask them 

if they know about MAIE.  We are 

looking to have as many members 

as we can to keep our organization 

robust, and by having our new  

professionals get involved and 

learn from the seasoned  

professionals, the organization will  

remain strong.   

Michigan Association of   

International Educators Annual  

Conference to be held March 4-6 at 

the Holiday Inn Big Rapids.  Submit 

workshops and register for the  

conference at www.maie.us. 

MAIE MISSION 
 

The purpose of the Michigan Association of International  

Educators is to seek out and bring together personnel from 

Michigan academic institutions, government, private 

agencies, and interested individuals engaged in the  

international education interchange of students and scholars for 

the purpose of assuring optimum professional training and  

service.  To fulfill this purpose the Association: 

Develops and recommends principles, policies, and practices 

pertaining to international exchange 

Provides and encourages others to provide opportunities for 

professional development of those participating in the field 

Seeks and Disseminates relevant information 

Cooperates with other public and private agencies,  

      organizations, and institutions in the State of Michigan 

      concerned with international education 


